
My family has never been about going on holidays. For my entire life, I’ve only been on 2-3 family trips, to the 

beach or to the mountains in our country, Romania. 

In school, while we learn about the EU, about cultural differences or other international aspects of society, we 

never actually get to experience them. We only have an outsider’s perspective. 

When I started high school, I already knew what I wanted to do in the future, and I knew I wanted to study 

abroad. 

I am going to graduate soon, and in the past years I have been looking for universities all over Europe to apply 

to. 

I was shocked, to say the least, when I saw 

how easy it is for an international student to 

apply to any school in EU countries. 

To add more to my surprise to how 

accessible Europe is, this year I got to 

travel abroad for the first time. Being able 

to travel just with my ID card makes the 

experience so much less stressful. 

This accessibility was proven to me again, 

by seeing how many different nationalities 

you can meet wherever you go. While in 

Sweden I met a lot of people from all over 

the EU. There, I also met a Romanian 

woman by accident while asking for 

directions. On a train to Copenhagen, I met 

a man who spoke Romanian because he 

had worked there before. I knew a lot of 

people travel for work or to study, but 

actually observing it in person was a big 

shock for me. 

These experiences also opened my eyes to how our culture blends with other countries’ and how they are alike 

and very different at the same time. They also made me aware of how, especially in big cities, different cultures 

blend together, even in Romania. 

I once heard someone say that the reason Americans compare the US with Europe, even if one is a country and 

one is a continent, is because the EU is so united and accessible that you can think of it as one whole. And, 

while I don’t think we should erase the individuality of each country, Europe can always be perceived as a 

singular unit of solidarity. 
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