
 

 

The professor 
The story of Ion, a life between communism and post-
communism 

 

 

Ion is a 70-year-old man with a distinguished air and eyes clouded with ancient 
sadness. A professor of philosophy and history, he begins by saying, "I am happy 
to be here with people that are jovial and are willing to establish a dialogue with 
me." 

Ion knows well how open discussion can lead to people's souls. We meet at the 
Antim Ivireanul County Library in Râmnicu Vâlcea, Romania, at the European 
YoMem Youth Messengers project.  Ion explains, leaving us all intruiged, "Life 
changed after communism, because it had brought evil out of people in a way that 



 

 

should not be allowed."  Under the Soviet regime, Ion, thanks to his professors 
was able to learn despite the obstacles of censorship. He tells us how he the 
concept of utopia is a form of tragedy as opposed to the better concept of illusion 
which brings joy and hope. He is a philosopher. It is difficult for us to follow him, 
but we are transported by his words and the eye contact he makes with each of us. 
He does this to keep us focused, just like a professor. 

 

 

 

When we ask him about Europe, his eyes light up. He is enthusiastic about the 
possibilities that the union of peoples has given the youth. "A student of mine 
studied philosophy at Oxford and was given the first space on the course.”  



 

 

To Ion, Europe has given freedom. "I am grateful that now community work is 
appreciated." After the fall of the regime, the professor travelled, participated in 
cultural exchanges, and was in France and England. "Now Europe must 
consolidate the path of solidarity that with difficulty it has embarked on" he adds. 
The concept of utopia returns frequently in our conversation, it seems to haunt the 
professor from Râmnicu Vâlcea, who seeks refuge in the 'illusion of Europe's 
values. Perhaps for Ion this is what communism is all about: an old and outdated 
utopia that lives inside him but somewhat haunts him. "I hope you have good laws 
and do not allow the lack of education and awareness reach you," he concludes. 
In saying these last words to us he thanks us again, "Remember the importance of 
dialogue, it is an art that you learn every day." 
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