
 

 

 

 

Hello, I’m Julienne, the interviewer. 

Today I will show you an interesting photo story by Tamar    , 
a Georgian who lives in France. 

 
Interviewing her was a great pleasure, she gave a lot of information 

about her country, feelings, and experiences in Europe. 

Through these, we can see a person with love and enthusiasm      ! 
 

Well, below, you can find the questions and answers, enjoy reading! 

  

LIFE IS MOVEMENT 



1. Where do you come from? 

I come from Georgia, a country, not the state. The first thing people recall on the name 

“Georgia” is a state of the US. That is why I often precise this. Georgia is a small country in 

the Caucasus. I don’t know why my home country is called “Georgia”, it is somehow linked 

to the saint George which is loved and admired in Georgian culture, however, Georgia is 

called “Sakartvelo” – which means “a land, where Kartveli people live”. Therefore, my 

homeland is Sakartvelo and I am Kartveli (Georgian). Many do not also know that we have 

our own language and alphabet, and yes, we have 3 alphabets out of which we use one, the 

others were used earlier. Sakartvelo is one of the oldest countries in the world. Another side 

of the story is that when I was born Georgia as a state did not exist, I literary was born in 

Soviet Union.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          My hometown “Tchiatura”, west Georgia, Imereti region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Georgian 

alphabet. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Do you miss your country? what do you miss in your country? 

I do miss my country. I miss hiking with my Georgian friends, Georgian nature, and food. But 

most of all I miss the feeling of being at home. Sometimes, I miss speaking my native 

Georgian language, this is why every time I go to Georgia, I talk a lot. :) 

Martvili forest, hiking, 2014. 

 

 

A photo from 

Gurjaani, 

Kakheti region. 

The only mud 

bath resort in 

Georgia. Bone-

joint, peripheral 

nervous system, 

gynecological, 

dermatological, 

urological and 

other diseases 

are treated with 

Akhtala mud. 



 
           Hiking with friends towards Racha, Shaori Lake with friends. 2012 

 

 

 

Dmanisi, where the 

first humans in 

Europe were 

found. The fossils 

and stone tools 

recovered at 

Dmanisi range in 

age from 1.85–

1.77 million years 

old, making the 

Dmanisi hominins 

the earliest well-

dated hominin 

fossils in Eurasia 

and the best-

preserved fossils of 

early Homo.  

 

 



 
My village “Rtskhilati”- the only place where I can rest my mind and rest my mind.  

 

3. When did you come to France? 

I remember, first time I visited France in December 2014. The weather was very cold, but I 

travelled in Paris, at Mont Saint-Michele. I was so excited to see the Notre Damme de Paris, 

which before I only knew from Victor Hugo’s famous book, or the Arc de Triumph- from 

Remark’s famous book. I was walking across the Seine and thinking that it was a travel from 

literature to reality. I felt as I was one of the alive characters from those books walking in 

Paris.  After this first time in France, I came back a few times and in 2021 I finally settled 

down.  

 

Paris, 2021 

 



 

4. How difficult it was to move from your country to this one? 

I can say that it was not easy. Georgia is so small, everyone knows everyone, you can even 

know which shop is at which place without googling it, you never need a google map to go 

from the east to the west. I think living in Poland and visiting France often, helped me to 

quickly get used to a new environment. However, I always say that Poland is closer to 

Georgia, not only by distance, but also by culture, traditions, people and (let call it) 

mentality. France is more western European country, with different culture, people, 

environment. When I walked in Paris, I always had a feeling that I was only a very tiny one in 

this huge world. Why so? Well, we all know that Paris is a bit crowded. What is interesting 

about it is that you can meet so many people from almost all over the world, while this was 

not possible in Georgia or even in Poland.  

 

 

Missing Georgian food: aubergine with walnut sauce and cornbread. 

 

 

 

Khinkali- traditional Georgian dumplings. 

 

 



 

5. Why did you choose this country to move to? 

Well, we can call it a “Romantic move”, as it is true that I moved to this country because of 

one of its national who is my husband now. On the other hand, I love France with its rich 

culture, cuisine, opportunities. 

What I love about France       

 

6. Did you find it easy to move all around Europe? 

It is easier as ever to move around the Europe, as the transportation system developed, 

internal borders removed (Schengen), and legislations issued which allows “free movement 

of people”.  

 
Slowinski National Park, Poland, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7. What do you love most about Europe? 

I love its diversity and unity as it is stated in the EU’s motto. I love the idea of European 

Union, when people with different national backgrounds, cultures, education etc. can live, 

work, have fun together. Europe improves the tolerance among nations, it links people and 

brings the cultures together. 

 

 
Christmas market, Vienna, 2018. 

 

 

 
Krakow Christmas market, 2016. 



 

 

Krakow, Poland, 2016. 

 

8. What would you like to improve about Europe? 

I would wish that people living in Europe have more sense of collective ownership, more will 

to get involved in policymaking at local levels, more participation in the politics, as the 

politics should serve people and people should give it a direction. 

 

9. What’s your utopia of Europe? 

My utopia of Europe will be Europe without violence and homeless people. 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end, I would like to say thank you to Tamar for accepting this work, and 

thank you to Andrea and Antonio for organizing all these YoMEM trainings and 

events!          
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