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In ancient times, there lived a Phoenician king Agenor. He had pride in wealth and fame 

of his kingdom, but above all, their beautiful daughter, Princess, Europe. Fell in love 

with Europe, the Almighty God of Thunder, Zeus, and decided to kidnap her. Became a 

beautiful white bull and led Europe in its broad back through a turbulent sea. 

If we look at the map of the world, Europe is not going to impress us with its size. It is 

the smallest continent after Australia. But this is a place where they have decisive 

events in world history for many generations. Since the presence of the Romans, and 

Germanic peoples slovian and others who worked for many centuries for a single 

European culture, which was destined to perform a very important role in human 

history. This culture has crossed oceans and high mountains, giving their wealth with 

the nations of other continents. 

Ukraine, my country of origin, is also located in Europe, and this history of European 

culture in the process of building democracy also influenced the Ukraine. 

The countries that form the current population of the European Union consist in twenty-

five large and small nations. It is obvious that the history and culture of each one is 

unique. Happy are the people that kept their cultures and traditions, and make it 

accessible to others. The culture of European countries is similar in many aspects, 

because they were in constant contact with each other for many centuries, developed 

many key ideas about the world around us. All European nations, large and small, are 

people-brothers, so alike but yet so different. 

Western civilization is a specific type of civilization (culture) that historically emerged 

in Western Europe and in the past have been developed the economic and social level. 

The question whether Ukraine belongs to Western civilization today is very 

controversial. According to some points of view, the Eastern countries are part of 

Western civilization but, in comparison with other countries, they developed much later. 

For others, those countries are a core of a particular civilization ("sloviano-orthodox" or 

"Eurasia") and are quite hostile to the West (because of past policy of the Soviet Union). 

Still others believe that Russia, Ukraine and Belarus are at the crossroads of 

civilizations, combining their individual traits. 

Regarding the religion, Ukraine is closer to the Western world. Early in its history it 

was subjected to the influence of Byzantine and Islamic civilizations. In the XVII-XVIII 

centuries was heavily influenced by European countries in technological and cultural 

aspect. The development of science in Ukraine began with the assimilation of 

knowledge and methods, accumulated over a long time in other European countries. 
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During this period Ukraine was even driven by science and education at European level 

and due to this fact, it was more higher compared with its neighbor, Russia. The literacy 

level of the Ukrainian population at that time was relatively high, many schools were 

opened and academies. 

Is emerging a very important question for me. Why is it that Ukraine, along almost its 

entire history that has been influenced  by European culture doesn’t have today a 

democratic system comparable to other European countries? 

Perhaps the Ukrainian mentality (ie, human consciousness and society) has not 

developed because it is being developed by levels, ie, in stages. However, it is 

undeniable that we have certain democratic achievements. Therefore, we consider 

Ukraine as a country with an unstable democracy, even in hybrid form. I would say that 

Ukraine is a country that has the potential to become a state with genuine democracy. 

However, I have fears that the recent policy reforms are reducing the democratic 

process. 

In my opinion the current political class isn’t channel their efforts to build a modern 

democratic society, they continue to give preference to the "old" internal issues which 

do nothing to improve the quality of life for its own citizens. 

As for Ukraine, as for the other countries of the former Soviet Union, it was difficult to 

enter the process of democratization. She faced a double challenge - the transition to 

democracy, and the policies changes of market systems. Unlike other countries, until 

today we haven’t tried to create "our model" of democratic development. 

Create principles of construction of a modern society is one of the main problems faced 

by most countries of the world, including countries of EU. The democratization of 

European society requires the adoption of the principles of equity and social justice, 

improve the methods and forms of citizens involvement in the management of 

economical, governmental and public issues, eradication of bureaucracy and corruption, 

raise the general educational level of the culture of population. 

After visiting many European countries (Spain, France, Germany, Poland, Belgium, 

Italy, etc.) as a citizen of Ukrainian origin, currently with Portuguese citizenship can 

conclude that still there are many differences between the EU countries and my country 

of origin. 

Unfortunately, the weak democratic culture of the Ukrainian elites, it’s a sum from the 

fact that in Ukraine has few politicians with the democratic responsibility. 

My soul is torn apart, divided by a mixture of sadness and joy almost simultaneously: I 

am concerned about the Ukraine and at the same time, I am proud of my second 

homeland, Portugal, which also dealt with a totalitarian regime, leaving that fight with 



the head high. The Anti-Fascist revolution in 1974, created conditions to brought 

Portugal from international isolation. 

The new principles were based on independence, equality, mutual respect, length of 

obligations, principles declared in the Portuguese Constitution. 

In recent decades in Eastern Europe, there was a series of events that radically changed 

the political vision, not only the countries of the former Soviet Union, but also Western 

Europe. 

This year Europe celebrates the twentieth anniversary of the collapse of the communist 

system. The date that symbolizes the political collapse, is on the fall of the Berlin Wall, 

to open a free passage from East Germany to West Germany (November 9, 1989). The 

international situation is still poisoned by the remnants of the Cold War. n today's 

society of post-Soviet countries, there is a debate about whether or not to enter the 

European community. Some of them have already entered (Lithuania, Estonia, etc.), 

others are in a state of preparation. 

There’s a lot of discussion about what it really means to belong to the European 

Community. Despite the controversy, everyone agreed, at least with the more general 

definition: "European Union" is a civilization and national sovereignty, a parliamentary 

democracy and social and open market economy. 

In conclusion, I hope that this discussion may be benefit my country of origin and to 

Ukrainian society evolve towards democracy and integration in the model of a united 

Europe. 
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