
                                             The Northern beauty of Finland 

   My dream since I was a student was to participate in an Erasmus+ project. That did not 

happen until I reach my 30s. It is slightly late but I do believe it was the right time for me. 

   Me and a colleague of mine wrote our project “Teachers in action” in 2019-2020. For our 

great surprise it was approved but the pandemic stroke all of us. It was not sure until the very 

end if I could visit Finland as it was planned. Our goal was to see how the best educational 

system in the world works so we could improve our teaching skills and be more helpful to our 

pupils at school. 

   But the time for us has come. In April 2022 we visited Finland and explored the northern 

beauty of this country and found out how Bulgarian education is far away from many of the 

new and challenging teaching methods. But I felt like an ambassador of something new in my 

school. Even when I told to my pupils about my experience and showed some pictures they 

were so excited by the culture of Finland and their educational system. 

   I won’t ignore the fact that I was fascinated by the nature, the history and the culture of 

Finland but the most precious thing were the people I met there. I met teachers from almost 

every European country. I practiced my English but most of all I made friendships and 

realized that all teachers have so much in common and we are connected not only by our love 

towards children but also in our personal goals and how we see the world around us. 

   I still got my diary from Finland where I was collecting my memories of every visited place 

– the Center of Helsinki, The Lutheran Cathedral, The Oodi library and many more. But the 

feelings are the things that are most important. To feel the greatness of this country and to be 

able to share your professional experience with other teachers is the most unbelievable 

feeling. And as I said the most valuable will always be people and the contacts we made. 

   After our return in Bulgaria we made international lesson between our school and a school 

in Poland. The idea belonged to my colleague Lyudmila who is a brilliant English teacher. 

She made the contact with the Polish school and as a result Polish and Bulgarian pupils could 

find each other on Google maps, find their country, city and school using only English 

language. It was definitely a moment every one of us will never forget. It was a great honor to 

be a part of it.  

   Of course we applied again to Erasmus+ with a new project and who knows may be we will 

be chosen once again but this time we included more colleagues in this project. Wish us good 

luck! I would be delighted if more teachers try to improve themselves and understand that 

before you wish to teach someone else you should evolve yourself in every possible way. 

Anytime.  

   A special piece of my heart stayed in Finland. The country where а woman could run a 

government, where live the happiest people in the world and where you can get the best 

education. Wait for me, my precious Finland, because I will definitely return to you one day. 

  


