
 

 

FLYING ACROSS HISTORY 
A story by Maria Fiera 

 
 

 
 
 

 
We meet Maria Fiera in the conference room of the suggestive library in 
Ramnicu Valcea, Romania. She introduces herself as Mona and from the 
first moment our eyes meet, she kindly smiles at us to make us feel 
comfortable. 
Mona has filled 66 years with different experiences and unbelieving 
stories and as we talk with her, we feel the power of an outstanding life 
taking shape. 
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In her hands she is holding a small photo album, a license book and a 
record book of all her flights which are the reflection of a brave, unique 

and extraordinary youth. 
As the youngest skydiver of 
her country, she has 
experienced 176 flights over 
the years and we can clearly 
feel how the memories 
connected to the sky are the 
ones she is most attached to. 
Despite growing up during 
the communist regime and 
facing all its difficulties and 
challenges, Mona managed 
to experience the most 
colored adventures and as 
she speaks, we feel both 
honored and amazed to hear 

them directly from her. 
While her quiet and warm voice fills the hall of the empty library, so 
many questions come to our minds and we have the feeling that it will 
never be enough time to listen to all the adventures Mona experienced. 
As a university student, a researcher at the department of atomic and 
nuclear physics, a high school teacher and director, she always chose 
freedom and curiosity as the main values of her life. 
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Certainly, the wonderful pictures she shows us and the light in her eyes 
are more eloquent than any words. She tells us about how she enjoyed 
experiencing the little things as a young student and at the same time 
she points at some images of her acrobatic and extreme jumps in the 
empty sky. She remembers her life as a student in the communist period 
as a meaningful experience but she reveals a European soul which is 
fully aware of the strength and the beauty of diversity. 
When we ask her about the restrictions she had to face in her life, she 
replies: ‘’If we look to the disadvantage of the fact that we did not have 
tv and internet, we can find the advantage of the fact that we had such 
more time at our disposal for us and for our development’’. 
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In fact, every time she mentions an obstacle she had to overcome in her 
life, she also specifies that she actually gained something from it. 
While listening to her words, we learn that two kinds of courage exist: 
not only the courage to face our most powerful and intimate fears but 
also the courage of taking the responsibility of our own destiny.  
 

 
 
Not only the courage to jump with a parachute but also the courage to 
get again into an airplane after witnessing a tragic incident. 

Mona never refused to accept a challenge in her life, and never stopped 
her journey to her self- development. 
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As we stare at the pictures of her last flight in Turkey, we feel both 
jealous and lucky because on this day, we had a chance to understand 
how a happy life looks like. 
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