
Interview with Vivien Pawloff 

 
 

Vivien, we’re meeting today to talk about Europe. I am glad you’ve found the 

time for this talk. Maybe you could start by telling us something about yourself: 

How old are you, what do you do? 

 

I am 18 years old and will be 19 next month. I’m currently taking my final exams in 

high school, well, I’ve actually already done the difficult written exams and am now 

anxiously waiting for the results. I’ll get my school leaving certificate in June and am 

planning to apply at different universities. This actually fits our topic today as I would 

love to study law at the European University at Frankfurt (Oder); I am interested in 

international law. The European University offers great opportunities because it 

fosters contacts all over the world, especially with Poland, of course, due to its 

geographical position. 

 

That makes you a great interviewee for me. I had no idea, what a coincidence. 

Your grandfather is Bulgarian. Did that matter to you as a child in any particular 

way? Were you proud of your grandfather? 

 

Well, I did not realise that he was Bulgarian as a child. I don’t remember how old I 

was when my father or my grandmother told me he was. I have also never noticed 

his accent. When I found out, I thought it was great and I was so proud. I calculated 

that I myself was Bulgarian to one quarter and wanted to show off with that. So yes, I 

was pretty proud. 

 

Has a united Europe been a topic of discussion within your family? 

 

 Definitely not during my early youth. I did not actually pay any thought to that, either. 

But I have also never had any fear of foreigners or been afraid to travel to a place 

and get to know the people there. 

History classes at school first made me think about a united Europe, when we started 

to learn about WW2 and to get interested in politics. Even more important were the 

lessons on politics and economy during the last year, where we talked about the 

development of a united Europe. 

 

So school, above all, made you reflect upon a united Europe? 

 

Yes, definitely! 

 

 

 

 



Have you travelled to other European countries? Which ones would you like to 

travel to and why? 

 

I have been to Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Poland, Bulgaria of course, but always as a 

tourist. But Greece, that was the most important experience for me, it made me 

define my concept of “home”. I went there with my dad, well, with my whole family of 

course, we went to Thessaloniki. My grandfather is originally from there. It is a crazy 

story, but you’ll have to ask him, he is better at telling it. But what I wanted to say is 

that my father and I were walking the streets of Thessaloniki and knew: This was it, 

here it was. I don’t know, it’s impossible to describe, but I definitely felt at home there. 

I got there and thought: This is where you belong. But of course I also belong here, 

two hearts are beating in my chest. I felt at home there, I was happy and I can picture 

myself living there. But I could also live in Italy, I’d like that. 

 

Are you interested in European literature? 

 

We have read Shakespeare in school, I enjoyed that. My grandparents provide me 

with Russian and Bulgarian literature, but I cannot remember the authors’ names. I 

once read a book by Noah Gordon, the story is situated in Spain at the time of the 

Inquisition. The author describes the city of Granada so well that it made me want to 

visit the city. I definitely want to go there one day.  

I like to learn about history reading books, so I enjoy historical novels. 

 

Do you see yourself as a European or rather as a German or a Berliner? 

 

I rather see myself as European. Or more as a Berliner, I think people from Berlin are 

people of their own special mind and charm. 

 

I, as a Berliner, am very glad to hear that. 

 

No city I have been to so far can be compared to Berlin. I feel absolutely at home 

here. You only have to drive a few kilometres and you are in a village, but it takes no 

time to get back to the lively city. 

 

Do you have friends from different countries or do you talk about Europe with 

other young people? 

 

Our lessons on politics and economy definitely made us talk about that. We talked 

about the war and the post-war period, about how the war dehumanised everything 

and how people could not even imagine a united Europe back then, with millions of 

deaths on all sides. This is where we started our debates; that was interesting. The 

role power politics played, the Iron Curtain, the Cold War. I have always liked the 

thought that a united Europe could encourage peace in Europe. 

 



What do young people hope to gain from a United Europe and what are their 

fears or sorrows? 

 

Young people are critical. When we talk about the European parliament we ask 

ourselves why we need it if nothing is actually decided there. The parliament busies 

itself with environmental politics or the length of the bristles on toothbrushes. To 

young people, this seems rather unnecessary and a waste.  

A united Europe is important for keeping up peace, but rather as an opposite pole to 

the USA. 

 

That is actually a shame, because many people hope that a united Europe can 

make the start for a peaceful development of the whole world, including the 

USA, and no country will be excluded. At the moment there are 50 armed 

conflicts in the world, large part of which are civil wars. That is horrible, isn’t 

it? 

 

Yes, but it is complicated. Take the Kosovo war, the world interfered there. We looked 

at that more in detail, tried to understand the background a bit and found out things 

that made you throw your hands up in horror and ask yourself: when did the world 

actually interfere? In which way was the NATO instrumentalised and who flicked the 

switch? That was very dangerous. 

 

So you are sceptical if such events can be avoided by a united Europe? A 

united Europe should strive for peace and not interfere to fuel conflicts. 

 

In my opinion the problem is that economic power is always the basis of political 

power, which is why the USA hinders that kind of development. This becomes clear 

when you look at the USA’s attitude towards Turkey joining the EU. It is all very 

complicated and the more you think about it, the more disillusioned you get, at least 

this is true for me. The more I think about it - and I have also discussed it with my 

father - the less Kant’s idea, a united Europe as a guarantor of peace, seems to be 

the base of it all. It is always about other things, about power politics and particular 

interests. 

 

This is where many of the European people’s fears and doubts are rooted, 

surely not only the Germans feel like this. The people who are to be united do 

not get together enough to exchange their ideas for a united Europe. 

This year we will commemorate the 50th anniversary of Albert Einstein’s death. 

Einstein considered himself a cosmopolitan. How about you, would that be 

something you would describe yourself as? 

 

I guess we have to consider his context. Maybe he did not have any other possibility. 

I have not seen enough of the world to be able to make a clear statement as far as 

that is concerned. 

 



What does the word “home” mean to you? 

 

For me personally, the meaning of the word “home” is very different from its general 

meaning. It is not linked to one particular place. There certainly are places in the 

world where I could not feel at ease, where I could not feel as a European or a 

cosmopolitan and I have to feel at ease to be able to feel at home. But it also 

depends on the people you meet, no matter where. 

We live in a time of globalisation, which also concerns the professional sphere. You 

are confronted with the option of taking a job abroad. You don’t know if things are 

better there than they are in Germany. In a way, everything is connected. 

The heads of the government of the different states have too much influence and the 

single citizens have so little, that is what’s worrying. 

 

Maybe they should listen to our talk. I think as a modern person you cannot be 

interested only in Europe and think “why should I care about other continents 

such as Africa and Asia?” In many ways, our world is far too globalised for that 

kind of attitude. Especially after the tsunami disaster [in Southeast Asia; 

translator’s note] people suddenly were able to consider more than their own 

country. 

 

I believe there were other reasons for that, too. I knew many people who said they 

had to help because they had just been there, they knew the country. Maybe people 

would have cared even more if the disaster had happened on Mallorca. 

 

That might be true. 

If you could make proposals for the development of a united Europe, what 

would you tell the politicians? What should they pay attention to? What do 

young people want when it comes to that? 

 

Well, I first have to say that I am certainly not a typical youth. I am way too 

disillusioned because of my parents, my grandparents and my teachers, who have 

given me the opportunity to see beyond the facades. 

 

Couldn’t you say realistic instead of disillusioned? It would be horrible if you 

didn’t have any illusions left at 19. 

 

Yes you could, realistic says it. But realism is also dangerous because you have lost 

your belief in many things, which makes you pessimistic.  

If I were more idealistic, I would tell politicians to find a common foreign policy, focus 

on their strengths and stand up for a peaceful development of the whole world, in 

unity and with a critical mind. But I am wary for I do not believe this is going to 

happen. 

 

All realism aside, I believe that young people should be involved much more. 

School exchanges could be encouraged and supported financially so that 



young people are able to travel to all countries. It is wrong that only older men 

decide about a future which they may not live to see. Young people should first 

of all be able to talk to each other if we want to give them a perspective in 

Europe instead of disillusioning them. Maybe we would see that young people 

from all countries have the same desires and dreams, but also the same fears. 

 

I now have to think about all this. So many new questions have come up, which I 

would like to discuss with other young people.  

We do have an exchange programme with England, France and the USA here, but I 

did not participate. I would like to study abroad for a year later. 

 

Vivien, thank you for the interview. I wish you all the best for this new chapter 

in your life and much success with your application at the European University. 

 

 

The interview was conducted by Erika Zacher 
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