
MEMORIES ACROSS EUROPE 

MY FIRST EXPERIENCE IN EUROPE 
 

➢ Could you introduce yourself in a few sentences? 

My name is Diana Yoncheva and I was born in Kula, Bulgaria in 1961. I am the headmaster of 
the secondary school in the town of Kula. I have been a headmaster since the summer of 2010. 
Before that I worked in the same school as an assistant principal. 

 

➢ When did you first visit another country in Europe? 

Well, on 27.11.2011 was my first trip to another country- in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

 

➢  How did you get to that point? 

Our school had not participated in any European projects. Becoming a director, I was 
determined to change that and, in the spring of 2011, I registered on the “eTwinning” platform, 
started to participate with students and therefore to look for partners for a real project as well. 

I was approached by a fellow teacher from Spain who was preparing a project on the values 
that, as European citizens, students should share, reflect and develop. Each meeting had to focus 
on a different sense- hearing, sight, touch, taste and smell. By activating our five senses, we were 
supposed to experiment and think about what unites us and makes us all European citizens. 

 

➢ Were there other representatives of Bulgaria involved? 

No, each school applied as a representative of their country, and the project already had 
representatives from 9 other countries - Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, Greece, Poland, 
Lithuania, Turkey and Romania. The European programme we wanted to apply for was the 
“Lifelong Learning Programme”, “Comenius” sub-programme of the European Commission. I was 
exceptionally happy that we were going to do this project. 

 

➢ How was the meeting expected to go? 

The preparatory visit was going to be in the partner school from the Netherlands - Berlage 
Liceum, in Amsterdam. There, for one week, we had to discuss and clarify the details of the 
project with which we would later apply for funding to our respective National Agencies. Our 
National Agency is the “Human Resources Development Centre (HRDC)”, and we were approved 
for funding, as were most of our partners. 

 



 

➢  Did you encounter any problems? 

 I was the only one who as going to travel to Amsterdam from our school, so that already scared 
me a little bit. The working language of the project was English, and I had very little knowledge 
of the language at that time. I had only received training for A1 level and that was the first big 
problem I encountered. I was also worried about how I would communicate with partners in 
English, how I would manage on my own in Amsterdam, and whether I would fit in with a group 
of relatively young people. I hadn't flown on a plane either and I had big concerns about that 
as well. Nevertheless, I was determined to take this step so that we could participate in future 
projects.  

 

➢  How was the trip and the meeting? 

To be exact my adventure began in the morning of 27.11.2011. The flight from Sofia to 
Amsterdam, with a stopover in Vienna, was very exciting, new and wonderful. At first, I was very 
nervous, but then the interest in the new and different prevailed. I kept telling myself that I 
was fulfilling one of my biggest dreams. 

I landed at the airport in Amsterdam in the early evening. Our hosts had explained in a letter 
how to get from the airport to the hotel, where we were to check in. It turned out that I had to 
travel by train to the hotel. Yes, but that was not as easy as it seems, and it was the biggest 
difficulty of the whole trip. I supposedly followed the directions exactly as they were written, 
but I didn't get where I needed to go. I went back to the airport again, and again, and again… 

I was all alone in an unfamiliar city and country and my English was really bad. I had a hard 
time understanding the explanations and was very scared, even desperate. But there was no 
other way out, I had to somehow get there. After about two hours of wandering around, I finally 
realized that I had to change to another train line, and... I made it! I arrived at the hotel, and 
my colleagues were already there to meet me. We finally met in person. 

We had a tour of the Berlage Liceum and were introduced to the interesting architecture of the 
buildings in this area of Amsterdam. We were also impressed by the canals, where some people 
used boats to get around. There were many bridges that you can use to cross over to the other 
side of the street. It was also noticeable that there were many cyclists moving around the 
streets. Many of the students even came to school on bicycles. The schoolyard was full of 
bicycles. And in the evening, when it is dark, at intersections and on the streets themselves, you 
can see hundreds of glowing circles stopping at traffic lights and starting at the same time 
when the light turns green. We found out that the Dutch are very keen on healthy movement 
and their beloved bicycles. We also attended a lesson where the students discussed, voiced and 
defended their opinions. 

Our hosts also showed us a lot of interesting things from their city. We took a boat ride one 
evening through the canals of the city. It was exciting and magical. 

We visited the Van Gogh Museum and saw his wonderful works, we had dinner at a restaurant 
that was quite interesting with lots of pictures of people hanged on the walls, a "home like" 



atmosphere and different tableware for each visitor. We also managed to visit a Christmas 
market with lots of lights and Christmas presents. 

The week passed uneventfully, but not without difficulties. When it came time to leave, I arrived 
at the airport and made my way to my homeland. 

 

➢ What did you get out of this interaction? 

We worked hard to plan almost everything for our future project. Slowly I was able to overcome 
the language barrier and I was able to join in the discussions. So that itself was a big 
achievement for me. Also, the project meetings had to be 5. Each visit in a different country. I 
was very happy and proud that I was able to put our school and country in these 5. In Bulgaria, 
the theme was going to be about smell, where we also had something to present – our rose oil.  

After we prepared our first project we then started to participate in many other projects under 
European programmes, currently we are working with Erasmus+. So far, we have participated in 7 
European projects.  

 

➢ What was the funniest part of your adventure? 

For me the funniest thing was that at the end of our project, at the final visit in the city of 

Priekulė , Lithuania. I received a certificate from the partners for the bravest participant in the 
project. 😊 


