
Be at home anywhere in Europe 

 

My story is about my post-Erasmus, when I went to see my former Slovenian roommate on the island 

of Madeira. He was on Erasmus there. We didn’t see each other since my Erasmus in Slovenia and I 

went to spend a week with him and his German, Italian and Portuguese friends in Madeira. We were 

a group of young Europeans, of different nationalities, who met for a week.  

This was after the last French lockdown, in May 2021. I hadn't been able to travel for a very long time 

and I missed it very much. I wasn't sure if I would be able to go because of the health restrictions for 

travel. I had to do a PCR test in France and a PCR test in Madeira to return to France. I was afraid 

because the result of my second PCR test arrived only 3 hours before my plane took off for France and 

I couldn't board without the result.  

During this week we visited the island, made some hikes, good restaurants and some parties with a lot 

of Erasmus people. A real European moment. There were no two people of the same nationality so the 

only language we spoke was English. It was also the night of the Eurovision, so we all watched it 

together and everyone supported their country... Italy won and France finished second. It was a week 

between young Europeans, who should never have met each other, the only thing we had in common 

was being European and sharing European values. 

This story is important to me because it is the continuation of other similar personal stories. I went to 

Rome to see Italian friends, I went to Brussels to see a friend, I went to Lisbon to see another friend, 

to Frankfurt and Barcelona as well. And my friends have been to Montpellier, in France, several times. 

The fact that I was in Erasmus, because I am a young European, allows me to have friends in all Europe. 

This kind of experience can also be important for others because it allows us to open up to the world 

with foreign people who show us their own culture.  

We can see the values of openness of Europe. Thanks to this, we can travel to another country and 

meet a friend of another nationality. It is like going to meet a friend in another city of your own country. 

European values are about being at home everywhere, thanks to the people.  

 

 

 

 


