
Daniela 

and the two sides of communism 

 
 

We meet Daniela at the Antim Ivireanul County Library in Râmnicu Vâlcea, 
Romania, for the YoMem European Messengers project. She smiles at us, making 
us feel at ease. Her manner of speaking is lively and energetic, and we cannot help 
but take advantage of the time we have to ask her as many questions as possible. 
She introduces herself "My name is Daniela, I am 62 years old. For the last thirty 



I have worked in the press and for the last ten, as a theatre’s spokesperson". 
Daniela cares a lot about the European Union - you can sense it right away. 

"I am very pleased that Romania joined the EU in 2007. For us Romanians and 
especially for me as a journalist, it has enabled us to communicate with others". 
Daniela works for the Europe Direct Center in Vâlcea. She has a professional 
background in Romanian radio and TV. With regret she confesses to us how 
language barriers have, in some ways, affected her career: "During the communist 
period I learned only Russian, which was a disadvantage. Now I am trying to 
improve English because it is such an international language". When we ask her 
about her views on communism, she has to reflect. It is not easy for her to 
remember and put ideas in order.  

On the one hand, it represents youth for her. Back then she was full of dreams and 
did not know if these would ever become reality. Daniela did not have much 
access TV and there was no Internet or social media to learn about the world. She 
had only play and books to transport her mind elsewhere. Before 1989, she could 
never imagine that one day her dreams would become true.  

"Now we have access to so much information and books, but no one buys them, no 
one reads them, no one has the same thirst for literature. Television and social 
media distract us". The European Union, for Daniela, has represented the moment 
for escaping from the world of her childhood. 

On the other hand, even years later, communism remains for her a dark and 
distressing time: "At the time in convenience stores, there were only two or three 
kinds of products, it was frustrating. I couldn't wait for a car to arrive from 
abroad just to see its license plate, no matter what country it came from. I was 
hoping the person in the car would give us chewing gum. We didn't have any until 
1989". Daniela tells of having to queue in lines from 8am until the following day 
in order to get two litres of oil, and adds that bread was rationed with ration cards.  

Daniela has thought a lot about what her ideal vision of Europe is.  



"In recent times I cannot see solidarity anymore. I no longer see a union because 
each country wants to be the best and have more. I hope that in the future there 
will be more co-operation and we will feel protected by Europe. At my age that's 
how I see it". 

The need for protection that Daniela talks about is perhaps the concept that sticks 
with all of us the most. Leaving us with interesting food for thought.  

The interview draws to a close. Daniela's smile is always welcoming throughout. 
She explains: "Today if we are struggling finacially we are free to decide our 
occupation and can do multiple jobs if our health allows”.  

She concludes, "Communism guaranteed us an education, a job and a home. 
Today, we do not have the thirst for knowledge and the dream to improve 
ourselves that we had then. And I could add more, but in the end I'm glad we got 
rid of it". 
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